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1 . The amendment of 5/3/06 has been received and entered. 

Reasons for Allowance 

The Applicant has amended the pending claims to depend on claims 5, 16, and 26 which 
have been indicated as allowable. 

The closest prior art of record found was Gannon University Norton Antivirus 
Configuration combined with Windows NT server 4.0. 



In reference to claim 1 : 

"Gannon University Norton Antivirus Configuration" discloses a method of updating 
security configurations of a plurality of servers, comprising: 

• Changing security information in a centralized server, where the security 
information changed is the virus definition file which the user will download, and 
the centralized server is the site the antivirus program downloads the virus 
definition from. Gannon (page 1, figure in the middle, virus definitions' dated 
9/22/1999) 

• Receiving an update command, where the update command is received through 
liveupdate to update the virus definition file. Gannon (page 3, figure at the top) 

• Downloading the changed security information to the plurality of servers in 
response to receiving the update command, wherein the downloaded changed 
security information is used to update a list of users or groups of users of at least 
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one of files and resources associated with each of the plurality of servers, where 
the changed security information is the new virus definition file and is 
downloaded to a plurality of servers in response to receiving the update 
command, and where the groups of users are the users who subscribed to the 
Norton Antivirus service Gannon (page 5, Item 5) 

"Gannon University Norton Antivirus Configuration" fails to explicitly disclose the 
method of claim 1, wherein a plurality of servers are updated. "Gannon University 
Norton Antivirus Configuration" instead teaches that a plurality of computers running 
Windows NT are updated. 

Windows NT server 4.0 discloses the Windows NT server software which may turn a 
computer into a server. As suggested by its name, Windows NT server 4.0 is a 
particular "flavor" of Windows NT. It is subset and a specific denomination of 
Windows NT. Running Windows NT server on a system would allow it to perform 
server functions, changing the nature of a computer to functionally be a "server". 

• "Gannon University Norton Antivirus Configuration" (page 1, figure 1, "using 
virus definitions dated 9/22/1999) and "Windows NT server 4.0" discloses the 
method of claim 1 , wherein the security configurations of the plurality of servers 
are updated by updating security parameter lists associated with at least one of 
files and resources associated with each of the plurality of servers, where the 
security configuration is the configuration for virus files, where the plurality of 
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servers are the multiple clients using Norton antivirus running on windows NT 
server, and the security parameters are virus definitions, and the security 
parameter list is the list of virus definitions contained inherently contained in the 
virus definition file, and an update is performed using liveupdate. 

In light of the disclosure by "Gannon University Norton Antivirus Configuration" that 
each computer being updated may run "Windows NT", it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have each client of Norton 
Antivirus run the more specific flavor "Windows NT server" and to have the centralized 
liveupdate server run Windows NT server 4.0 in order to provide the advantage of greater 
software compatibility between each system. 

However, claim 5 recites a slightly changed scope. Claim 5 does not recite "updating a 
list of users or group of users" but instead recites that a security parameter list associated 
with at least one of files and resources associated with a plurality of servers, and wherein 
the security parameter lists identify authorized users or authorized groups of users of the 
at least one of files and resources associated with the security parameter lists. 

Gannon Norton Antivirus discloses a virus definition data file which must be updated 
with respect to a particular group of users. The actual data file stores information with 
respect to virus definitions. For example if new viruses are made, then a virus definition 
list must be updated to keep the Norton antivirus software current and capable of 
detecting the latest viruses. While this updating, broadly construed may be considered to 
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be an update for a group of users or with respect to a group of files and resources, it is the 
Examiner's position that the update of such a list does not disclose nor can it be construed 
to disclose updating a list associated with files and resources associated with a plurality 
of servers, and wherein the lists identify authorized users or groups of users associated 
with the security parameter lists. 

For this reason, claim 5 is allowable. 

Claims 16 and 26 are allowable for the same reasons as claim 5, 

Claims 5, 16, and 26 explicitly recite that a list is updated and thus, does not share the 
indefiniteness of the previously issued 112 rejection. 

All further pending claims now depend upon independent and allowable claims 5, 16, and 
26 and are allowable for those reasons. 



Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Thomas M Ho whose telephone number is (571)272-3835. The examiner can normally 
be reached on M-F from 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
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supervisor, Jacques Louis-Jacques can be reached on (571)272-6962. 

The Examiner may also be reached through email through Thomas.Ho6@uspto.gov 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571)272-2100. 

General Information/Receptionist Telephone: 571-272-2100 . Fax:571-273-8300 
Customer Service Representative Telephone: 571-272-2100 Fax: 571-273-8300 



TMH 



May26 m , 2006 




